











theme, characterized by its dotted
rhythm, with its low point falling

to what was at that time the lowest
note on the piano, has a dramatic,
passionate character and a subdued
dynamic. The themes of the
movement are all similarly short and
highly characteristic of Beethoven in
their potential for development. The
contrasting secondary theme has the
rhythm and triadic nature of the first.
Beethoven wrote the exposition of
the last theme in this movement in
the minor form of the relative major
key, a new method for accentuating
the tragic quality of his music, and
he dispensed with the repetition of
the exposition, traditional at that
time. By the end of the coda, the
themes are almost joined together

in one melodic line, reconciling

the opposites, before the movement
ends very quietly with the same
motif with which it had begun.

The second movement, Andante
con moto, provides a respite as it
lessens the tension with its simple,
tranquil, balanced, chorale-like
theme and variations that seem

to stretch the melody without
altering its structure, even though
they are increasingly decorated

and energetic. To build tension,
Beethoven makes his subject rise
gradually from the piano’s lowest
register. At the same time, he creates
speed, without changing the tempo,
by subdividing the measures into
smaller and smaller note values. At
the end, two long chords connect
this slow movement with the
rushing, furious whirlwind of the
finale, Allegro ma non troppo.

The third movement, in sonata
form, returns to the mood of the
first movement. In its structure it
is less complex than the opening
movement, and yet it contains

greater weight. Here Beethoven
makes an important formal
innovation. He repeats only the
second part of the movement,

the development section and the
recapitulation, rather than the first
part, the exposition, intensifying
the mood of desperation. The fierce
coda, Presto, beginning with a
wild dancelike section in an AB
form with repeats, brings back the
motif of the first movement at its
close without really resolving the
turbulence Beethoven introduced
at the beginning. The sonata ends
abruptly, dazzlingly, and intensely.

— Program notes © 2008
by Susan Halpern
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